
Atypia

ASCUSAGUS

Refer to
qualified

health care
provider

Non-
compliant,
or qualified

as pre-
malignant

lesion

With severe
inflammation

Not
qualified, or

if reactive
process or
significant

cellular atypia

With
atrophy (for
women after
menopause
woman) not

on HRT

Treat with
estrogen and
repeat Pap
smear after

TX
completed

Colposcopy

Treat
inflammation

and repeat
Pap smear

every 6
months

Repeat Pap
smear within

6 months

Negative ASCUS

Repeat Pap
smear every
3-4 months.

After 3
consecutive
negatives,
repeat at
regular

intervals

Colposcopy

LGSIL/HPV

Colposcopy

Repeat Pap
smear every 3-6
months for 2
years. After

normal/
satisfactory Pap
smears, follow at
regular intervals.

Colposcopy and
biopsy

LGSIL (or
ASCUS) Normal

Repeat Pap smear in 3-4 months

HGSIL and Carcinoma

HGSIL Carcinoma

Refer immediately to a qualified health
care provider

Do not repeat Pap smear

Refer for colposcopy

Negative 3
times

ASCUS

Colposcopy Regular
intervals Colposcopy

Negative 3
times

Continued
significant

Atypia

Return to
regular

intervals

Non-compliant or
High risk

Compliant or
Low risk



Adequacy of Pap Smear

Endocervical component present

Follow-up determined by descriptive
diagnosis and protocol

Benign Cellular Changes

Benign cellular changes

Reactive
inflammatory

changes

Wet mount
treat infection

If normal,
repeat Pap

smear
annually

Pregnant,
Menopausal, or

post-
hysterectomy

Follow-up
determined by

descriptive
diagnosis and

protocol

Repeat Pap
smear

Premenopausal
with cervix

No endocervical component present

Atrophy with
inflammation

Obscuring
inflammation

(Pap smear
unsatisfactory)

Infection
 (inflammatory

areas of
obscuring

inflammation)

Treat with
estrogen

Wet mount
treat infection

Wet mount
treat infection

Repeat Pap
smear still

shows
inflammation

Repeat Pap
smear at 3

months

Follow routine
Pap smear
frequency

Repeat Pap
smear at 6
months

If continued
reactive changes,
clarify with lab to

obtain their
interpretation —
follow at regular
intervals or refer
for colposcopy

Refer for
colposcopy or
to gynecology

provider

Unknown

Unsatisfactory

Unsatisfactory (Reason Given)

Expected Histology CIN SystemBethesda System

Pap Smear Terminology Comparison Chart

Invasive Cancer

Carcinoma In Situ (CIS)

Severe Dysplasia

Moderate Dysplasia

Mild Dysplasia

Atypia Squamous
Metaplasia

Squamous Metaplasia

Normal

Within Normal Limits

Benign Cellular Changes:
Infection, Reactive Change

Low Grade SIL:
HPV

Mild Dysplasia

Atypia

(ASCUS)
(AGUS)

CIN3

CIN2

CIN1

CIN3

Squamous Cell Carcinoma

Adenocarcinoma

High Grade SIL:
Moderate Dysplasia

Severe Dysplasia
CIS


